New Mexico's
Historic Route 66

ety Headin® West, by Dorothen Lrlr?'j;f_"
(Courtesy of Library of Congress. L C-USF14-16681)

I one delirions post-World War 1l definition of free
dom was being able to get in your car, turn on e ignilion
and go anywhere vou wanled (o, then Route 66 offered an
asphalt of independence from the wind-buffeted shores of
Lake Michgan in Cliacago (o the balmy beaches of the
Pacific in Santa Monica.

Hundreds of businesses played a parl in this 2.448-
mile road show. For the scores of communilics il once

serviced in eight states, it was the Main Sureet of Amenca.

Although it began in 1926, old "66 is remembered [or
the way it fueled America in the "40s and "505.

It offered its own high-octane brand of manifest des-
tny. First came the penniless, dust-choked Okies, escap-
ing in rattletrap roadsters in the "30s. They came o life as
the Joads, clattermg Californig-bound on ©,. the mother
road, the road of Mlight™ in a cot-down Hodson Super-Six
in Juhn Steinbeck's epic 1939 novel, ““The Grapes of
Wrath™:

“Tom, they's a hunderds of Families
like us all a-goin® wesl. IUs like they
was runnin’ away from soldiers...

like the whole country was movin'."

After World War 11, the entire country seemed to be
doing just that, fueled by tens of thousands of ex-Gls who
longed for a look at what America held in store for them.

Paved smoe 1937, thar shimmering highway beckoned,
Bedazeled, they ook off for the Promised Land just be-
yond the sefiing sum,

Bobby Troup inderstood the rhythm of the road,
Headed for 3 music career in 1946, the Pennsylvanian lell
Harrisburg in his green "41 Buick convertible, slipping
onto Route 66 in the Windy City, He arrived in Los An-
peles a couple of weeks later with a song whose calchy
lyrics Nat King Cole quickly crooned into a hit that be-
carm Lhe anthem of the asphalt,

“IF ¥ou ever plan (0 motor west, take
my way, the highway that's the best.
Get your kicks on Route 66"

Those long trips west brought the couniry a new vo-
cabulary. Tourist courls. Refrigerated air, Curio shops.
Greasy spoons. Lasl chance gas. Burma Shave signs,
Truck stops., Motels. As the heartheatl of America accel-
erited into the "60s, so did the volume and speed of the
nation's antemobiles, and the commensuraie need for a
vast, national network of bigger, faster highways.

Route 66 enjoved a revival of sorts when actors Mar-
Lt Milner and George Maharis hopped into a beige '59
Corveite and drove Tod and Buzz and that long, glorious
highway into American living rooms every Friday night
on lelevision from 1960-64,

Bul by then the tentacles of a new Federal interstate
highway systern were taking over, ‘'When the last segment
was decommissioned m 1984, Route 66 slipped inlo
history.

New Mexico's share of "66 hislory is as intriguing,

The earliest route was a circuilous, 501 -mile wash-
board joumey in 1926, Wesibound motoristy cncountered
Glenrio, then Tucumeari. Past Santa Rosa, they turned
north, then at Romero (later Romeroville), west. In Santa
Fi they wmed southwest, passing through Albuguergue 1o
Los Lunas, There they umed northwest 0 Correo, then
wisl 10 Gramis and Gal lup.

They found (he route 126 miles shorler in 1938, In-
stead of wrning northwest past Santa Rosa, they contin-
ped west through Buford (later Moriary) and Albuguer-
que, all the way to Correo.

As these motorists waveled through New Mexico,
they encountered live ratlesnakes, teepees and turquoise
Jewelry, sagebrush and wmbleweeds, hogans and Harvey
Houses, real Indians, blue skies and unending sunshine,
Some of them traveled no further. In New Mexico, some
af them realized they had come home,
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Recommended Reading

Hillesom, K., & D. Nakii

Route Sixty-Six Revisited: A Wanderer's
Guide to New Mexico

Albuguerque: D, Nakii Enterprises, 1988,

Moe, Sally
Greetings from Gallup, Six Decades of Route 66
Gallup Downtown Development Group, 1991

Moore, Robert

The Mother Road Journal

PO Box 27232, Lakewood CO 80227
Afyenr newspaper ($10)

Rinenhouse, Jack D.
A Guide Bouk to Highway 66
Albuguerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1989,

Schneider, Jill & D, Makii
Route 66 Across New Mexico: A Wanderer's Gulde
Albuguerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991,

Scott, Quinta & Susan Croce Kelly
Route 66: The Highway & Its People
Noman: University of Oklahoma Press, T9HH.

Snyder, Tom

A Route &6 Traveler's Guide:

A Roadside Companion

New York: St. Martin's Press, 1991,

Taylor, Paul

Route 66 Magazine

PO Box 2569

Bullheed City, AZ 86430
4fyear magazine ($12)

Teague, Tom

Searching for 66

Springfield: Tom Teague, 1208 West Edwards, Springfield
IL 62704, 1891,

Walliz, Michael
Houte 66, the Mother Road
MNew York: 5t Martin's Press, 1960,

State Information

New Mexico Department of Tourism
PO Box 20003

Sania Fe, Now Mexico 87503
(800/545-2040)

Local Information

Alboguergue Convention & Visitor Burean
PO Box 26866, Albuguerque, New Mexico 87123
(50572433696 or BIN/284-2282),

Bernalillo Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 1776, Bemalillo, Mew Mexico 87004
(SO5/867 46585,

Cibola County Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 297, Grants, New Mexioo 87020
{505/287-4802 or B00,/748.2142).

Gallup Convention & Visitor Burean
PO Box 600, Gallup, New Mexico 87305
(S0S/R63-3841 or R00/242-4282),

Los Lunos Chamber of Commerce
3 Box 13, Loz Lunas, New Mexico 87031
(505/865-1581).

Moriarty Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 9%, Monarty, New Mexico BT035
(505/832-6446)

Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce

486 Parker Avenue, Santa Rosa, New Mexico
HEADS  (505M472-3763).

Tucumear] Chamber of Commerce
PO Drower B, Tucwmeosr, Mew Mexico 88401
(305/46]-1694)

New Mexico Route 66 Association

Founded in 1989, the nonprofit association ad-
dresses history and preservation issues, and supports a
variety of commemaorative and educational activities,
publizhes a quarierly newsletter and sells soovenir
items. For membership information, contact the as-
sociation at 1415 Central Ave. NE, Albuguerque,
Mew Mexico 87106 (503/246-0211)

Written by Michael E. Pieel
Mew Mexico Depatment of Tourism
Canography by Bene Brodsky
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