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America’s Best Burgers, Part II 
The Owl Bar and Café, San Antonio, N.M. 

The Owl Bar and Café sits dusty and isolated some 80 miles south of Albuquerque, and in keeping 

with New Mexican burger custom, yawns at ketchup and mustard. Desert diners prefer some heat, 

and burgers at The Owl come topped with green chilis from Hatch -- supposedly the best in the 

world. The peppers are chopped and mixed with garlic and a smidge of loose hamburger for an 

intense fiery flavor and an extra dose of meatiness. Freshly ground sirloin forms the foundation and, 

according to owner Rowena Baca, whose father opened the bar in 1945, "All condiments must go 

below the patty. It's just the right way to do it." 

Red Mill Burgers, Seattle, Wash. 

In keeping with the spicy theme, we have Red Mill, in 

Seattle's quaint Phinney Ridge neighborhood. The verde 

burger at this retro-kitsch joint tempts an anxious line of 

eaters with fire roasted Anaheim peppers, jack cheese 

and the Mill's secret "Mill Sauce." It's an attractive 

burger with a well-manicured fast-food façade, but 

there's also rich, hot and smoky personality. The flame-

broiled quarter pound patties hit the bun with a hint of 

char and their slight physique lets the toppings show 

through. The more meat-inclined can opt for a double, 

and everyone should opt for a thick and creamy Red Mill 

shake to chase it all down.  

 

Bret Stetka is a science, medical and food writer who 

happens to be obsessed with doughnuts. He founded and 

operates Blognut, a blog dedicated to covering all things 

"doughnut" both stateside and abroad. 
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irisheyed gill
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:36:32 AM

Sure,  there are no great burgers in California.  Right! 

J COTTERALL
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:37:09 AM

WHAT ABOUT GERRY'S KITCHEN AT 1675 mAIN sT. fREELAND WA  FOR THE BEST 
HAMBURGERS......... 

Martialman7
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:38:11 AM

Add, "My Father's Office" Santa Monica, CA 

clam4myclown 
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:38:29 AM

what about White Castle  
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Local Events More

Read more 

Ferry Plaza Farmers' Market

Oct 03 @ Ferry Building Marketplace 

08:00am, San Francisco

Read more 

Jazz Brunch at the Garden Court - 

Palace Hotel

Oct 04 @ Garden Court 

09:00am, San Francisco

Read more 

Free Oysters On The Half Shell Every 

Friday

Oct 02 @ El Rio 

5:30pm, San Francisco

Read more 

Summer Sundays on the Patio

Oct 04 @ Mars Bar & Restaurant 

1:00pm, San Francisco

Retro-kitsch inside Red Mill. 
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meangene1944
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:38:40 AM

A little burger joint in Ash Fork, Az. Route 66 Grill, ( closed now) best I ever had, even Mark 
McGuire ( St.Louis player) liked the double cheeseburgers.  Everything made fresh. 

MargaritavilleB 
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:40:20 AM

What about The Counter? It's a smallish chain with the best burgers I've ever had (better 
even than my homemade ones)! In fact, we are going there tonight! 

Liberal 1
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:41:04 AM

GM Steakhouse in Austin, TX 

Dis and gusted
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:41:06 AM

What about in and out burgers?  

COYOTEROB
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:41:32 AM

NORTHERN WISCONSIN OWNS THE BEST BURGER MARKET 

Five Napkin Burger
Thursday, October 01, 2009 11:42:28 AM

Hi,
   There is a place in Manhattan called Five Napkin Burger whose burgers are absolutely 
amazing! 
http://www.fivenapkinburger.com/ 
Enjoy! 
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